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Lectures and Tours 120 360 300% 

Loans (art) 48 166 310% 

Loans (slides) 2,100 8,500 400% 

Office Space same 
Members 2,338 5,908 250% 

Storage Space same 

Items in Collection 2,334 3,902 160% 
Exhibition Space same 

| Items in Library 2,100 8,577 400% 
iin Staff 15 36 230% 


THEE UT UACk 


Members have long been aware, and become increasingly 
conscious, of the Gallery’s desperate need for major phys- 
ical alterations and additions. 


The Art Gallery of Toronto added to its distinguished 
history of ambitious exhibitions and to its growing collec- 
tion of important works of art in the past year. Picasso 
and Man marked the first time that the Gallery, without 
outside advisers, initiated and organized an exhibition of 
this size, scope and importance. 


The importance of great exhibitions cannot be under- 
estimated. They increase attendance and create interest in 
the institution. They bring new members and strengthen 
our position as an important cultural agency in the City. 
If they are scholarly, they increase the institution’s prestige 
abroad (and hence at home we hope) and improve our 
borrowing power for future exhibitions. But as we ap- 
proached another great exhibition, Canaletto, I was con- 
scious of the price which we as a small under-financed or- 
ganization had to pay in order to produce such a show. 
Our permanent collection, for example, which we have 
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with such care and sacrifice built up over the years is 
neglected — lacking a proper catalogue, in need of better 
lighting, more imaginative installation and air-condition- 
ing. Much of the collection is in dead and awkward storage. 
Our library and educational services need better housing 
and quadrupled budgets. Even our members are neglected, 
for try as we will to increase our net membership figure the 
drop-outs continue and will, until we can offer better 
amenities. 


Perhaps the most important thing that happened last 
year was the establishment on May 14, 1964, of the Gal- 
lery’s Building and Development Committee. Because of 
factors quite beyond the control of that Committee or the 
Gallery, we are unable as yet to announce the details of 
the new wing. We are however, at this moment, closer then 
ever before to launching a major addition. Initial stages of 
a master plan should, it is hoped, be completed by 1967. 

Designs should envisage not merely the proposed and 
immediate extension of the Art Gallery of Toronto, but 
successive extensions over the next 25 years. The Gallery 


feels very strongly that a master building plan should 
take account of the Dundas Street Mall, proposed by the 
City Planning and Development linking the Art Gallery 
with University Avenue. The Gallery could then provide 
an architectural focus to the broad tree-lined mall and be 
visible from University Avenue. The new approach would 
invite visitors who travel by subway to make the pleasant 
walk of two blocks from the St. Patrick Street stop to our 
front door. 

Everything connected with the Gallery’s operation has 
more than doubled while the space, i.e. storage, office, 
library and exhibition, has remained constant. It is obvious 
that our most pressing needs are the least glamorous. It is 
heartening to learn that some do recognize the necessity 
of ‘behind the stage facilities.” The Montreal Museum of 
Fine Arts in the past year was enabled, through a hand- 


some private donation, to create a new storage area for 
its paintings. In this bright attractive area the visitor may 
view with ease those paintings which, because of current 
space limitations, cannot be on permanent display. This 
of course is only one of the facilities which for at least 15 
years the Art Gallery of Toronto has desperately needed. 


Looking back on the past year I cannot help but think 
that the Gallery has, by its performance, successfully signed 
up in a tougher league. This is of course the goal which 
has always been its aim beginning with the never to be 
forgotten Art Treasures from Vienna exhibition in 1951. 
The standards required by the Big League in which we now 
find ourselves demand even greater efforts on the part 
of us all. 

The chart on our title page speaks for itself. We must 
expand. Development is long overdue. W.J.W. 


CARICATURE 
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Often, too, caricatures, like fashion-plates, become more caricatural the more old-fashioned they become. 


Last summer, at the Art Gallery of Toronto, two conté 
drawings by Arthur Lismer were included in an exhibi- 
tion of sketches by the Group of Seven. They stood out 
from the rest of the works because they were not land- 
scapes. One of these drawings (illus.) shows four mem- 
bers of the Group of Seven watching Tibor Polya, a visit- 
ing Hungarian artist, sketch Vincent Massey who is seated 
in the right foreground. 

The two drawings were broadly defined as caricatures, 
but they would have been better labelled affectionate 
caricatures or comic drawings, as they lack caricature’s 
malicious intent. Lismer portrayed his friends’ faces with 
comic intent but abbreviated rather than distorted their 
features. It is a purposeful deformation for comic effect 
which produces caricature.(2) In these drawings, Lismer 
was content to reduce the physiognomies of his friends to 
a formula recognizable to those people who already knew 
his subjects, but meaningless to an outsider. The real 
humour of this drawing is lost on people who do not re- 


Charles Baudelaire, ‘‘Some French Caricaturists” (1) 


cognize F. H. Varley from a few strands of hair, three 
dots and a dash. 

It was just such mock portraits done for recreation and 
relaxation by the Carracci brothers and Domenichino 
around 1600 in Bologna, that gave birth to modern cari- 
cature. Unfortunately there are very few of these drawings 
extant, precisely because they were considered private 
diversions to be enjoyed by the artist and his friends. 
However, it should be stressed that the abbreviated distor- 
tions by these first caricaturists were done to bring out an 
inconspicuous truth of the face or countenance and not 
solely for comic effect. The inspiration for their distortions 
probably came from the flourishing science of physiog- 
nomics that insisted upon the similarity between human 
types and certain animals. The man with the fishlike stare 
would be cold and taciturn, the man with an aquiline nose, 
noble. (3) 

The most piquant example of this principle of transfor- 
mation was drawn by Philippon, the editor of the first 
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comic weekly, La Caricature. His representation of Louis 
Philippe, the Roi Bourgeois, as une poire (a slang term for 
fathead) caused him to be charged with seditious libel. As 
his defense, he argued that it was not his fault that the 
King’s likeness resembled a pear, and published a slow- 
motion analysis of the metamorphosis (illus.).“ 

This February the Gallery visitor will have an oppor- 
tunity to see caricature put to another use in political car- 
toons by Duncan Macpherson. Recently E. H. Gombrich 
has pointed out how portrait caricature is one of the most 
effective weapons in the cartoonist’s armoury. Before the 
invention of caricature, the political polemicist used a sym- 
bolic print in which a detailed key was coupled to the draw- 
ing in order to identify the subjects and make the reader 
aware of the general applicability of the image. It was not 
until the mid 18th century that an English politician cir- 
culated caricatura portraits of his colleagues and rivals. 
However, by 1800 James Gillray had combined the art of 
caricaturing with the symbolic print in his political car- 
toons. This meant that the cartoonist, by reducing the phys- 


iognomy of a politician to a convenient formula could MACPHERSON, Duncan, Canadian, 1924 - 
Cartoon: in the Toronto Daily Star, 22 April, 1964 
Pen and ink on card, 15 x 15\% in. 
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repeatedly use him in all sorts of symbolic roles. It also 
meant he could turn the intellectual equations of the sym- 
bolic print into a visual fusion; he could render the meta- 
phor visible. (5) 

In a cartoon published in the Toronto Daily Star on 
April 22, 1964 (illus.), Macpherson succinctly sums up 
Cuban-American relations at the time. Castro, who is well 
versed in guerilla warfare, now has anti-aircraft missiles. 
This increases his importance and therefore his size in the 
cartoon. The agrarian side of his policies is well illustrated 
by his dress and the protection of his chickens with a shot 
gun. Finally, the intense confrontation of the two countries 


LISMER, Arthur, Canadian, 1885 - is heightened by the wide space separating the aquiline 
Drawing of Tibor Polya, L. Harris, F. H. Varley, 5 : ; ; 
ee eye yon To E di MacDonald and antagonists. Other shades of meaning can be read into this 
Vincent Massey. 1925 cartoon, but none has the explosive impact of their visual 
Conte on paper, 7144 x 10 in. : in th t itself. Like all t t ist 
Osa The Art Gallery GF Toronto fusion in the cartoon itse - ike a utes cartoonists, 
Gift of Mrs. Ruth M. Tovell, 1953 Duncan Macpherson goes straight to the point. B.E.S. 
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The new quarterly publication “Canada Council News”, which replaces the “Canada Council Bulletin’, (in abeyance since the fall of 1962) is now 
available in English and/or in French, free of charge on request from: Information Services, The Canada Council, 140 Wellington Street, 
Ottawa 4, Ontario. 


The Changing Scene 


MR. BRYDON SMITH, Assistant Curator joined the staff in May of this year. He is a graduate of McMaster University and has 
recently completed his M.A. in Fine Art at the University of Toronto. He has contributed reviews to Canadian Art and 
recently wrote an article for Art News on our Canaletto exhibition. He is currently organizing an exhibition of the Cartoons 
of Duncan Macpherson to be shown at the Gallery from February 13 to March 14. His special interest is, however, contem- 


porary art. 


Two recent members of the staff, Miss MARY BRETT and Mrs. DaviD SMITH are seen at the Front Desk of the Art Gallery. 


On September 1, 1964, DR. JEAN SUTHERLAND BOGGS took up her responsibilities as Steinberg Professor of Art History at 
Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri. In two short years Miss Boggs’ name became a household word in this city. Not 
only in the process of organizing the popular exhibition, Picasso and Man, but in numerous television appearances on her own 
speciality, Degas, she made an impact on Toronto which will long be remembered. Her brilliant scholarship and uncompromis- 
ing professionalism was uniquely combined with a bright and articulate manner. While congratulating her upon her new 
appointment we regret the loss for Toronto. Her contribution will be remembered in a number of ways but particularly in 
the three catalogues for which she acted as Editor, Delacroix, Picasso and Man and Canaletto, and in the case of the Picasso, 
also as author. In addition, we will remember that under her curatorship the following important paintings were added to the 
collection: Eugene DELACROIX: The Fanatics of Tangiers; Jean Baptiste Simeon CHARDIN: Still Life; Giovanni Paolo PANINI: 
A Capriccio of Roman Ruins with the Arch of Constantine; A Capriccio of Roman Ruins with the Pantheon; and Pablo 
PICASSO: Seated Woman. We look forward to the publications which will result from her new found time for research. 


Weekend visitors to the Grange will miss MRS. MERRILL who for 43 years has been in charge of Gallery catering. Mrs. Merrill, 
more than anyone, can tell interesting anecdotes about the growth of the Gallery. She came when there were three on the staff 
and only the three south galleries had been built. She has made do with kitchens in the mop cupboard, the elevator, the 
membership office and at one time cooked lunches for various committees and sent them over from the College of Art 
where she was in charge of catering. Mrs. Merrill remembers openings when tea was served in the Print Room and furniture 
and lamps were brought in to simulate a Drawing Room. Her gracious welcome and ready smile have endeared her to mem- 
bers, staff and students alike. We know that the Members will join us in wishing Mrs. Merrill a very happy and busy retire- 
ment which she has well earned. We very much regret, since writing, that Mrs. Merrill died on December 2, 1964. 


Frances Baines 


The sudden death of Frances Baines, our Membership 
Secretary, came as a sad blow to us all. 


Many members will remember her as a quiet but 
thoughtful hostess at New Members’ Parties, while the staff 
feel that a very real friend has left their midst. Her ready 
wit, interest in people, and attention to detail, made her a 
great asset to the Membership Department which she has 
built up steadily since she came to the Art Gallery in 1951. 


Since Frances took over the Department, she and the 
Women’s Committee, working very closely together, have 
more than doubled the membership almost reaching that 
seemingly unattainable goal of 6,000. The tedious routine 
and demanding accuracy of the job never overcame her 
inventiveness for new and different ways to interest people 
in the Gallery. 


Her'many friends and associates will feel poorer now Contributors to this Issue of News and Notes 


that they can no longer stop in the Membership Office for William J. Withrow; Brydon E. Smith; Margaret S. Machell 
a word with Frances Baines. 


Editor: Janine Smiter 


